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PKESENTATION 



EOYAL AWARDS. 

(At the Anniversary Meeting, May 27, 1867.) 



The Founder's Gold Medal is awarded to Admiral Alexis Boutakoff, 
for being the first to launch and navigate ships in the Sea of Aral, — 
an achievement which led to the establishment of steam-navigation 
on that sea and up the great Eiver Jaxartes, into the heart of 
Turkestan ; also for his subsequent successful survey of the chief 
mouths of the Oxus, in the Khanat of Khiva. The Patron's Gold 
Medal to Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, for his memorable expedition in 
1860-61 towards the open Polar Sea, wherein he attained a more 
northern point of land in Smith Sound (81° 35') than had been 
reached by any previous navigator. 



In presenting the Medals, the President first spoke as follows : — 

" In estimating the advance of geographical knowledge, it is 
obvious that our allies the Russians have, by their numerous active 
scientific researches along and beyond their distant frontiers, thrown 
quite a fresh light upon the physical structure and orography of 
Central Asia ; and in my address of this day I shall dwell upon 
points relating to this subject which I have not touched upon at 
former anniversaries. 

" It is now my pleasing duty to announce that our Council has 
selected one of these explorers, that enterprising naval officer, Admiral 
Alexis Boutakoff, who in the year 1852 transmitted to us a modest 
account of his survey of the Sea of Aral, as the recipient of our 
Founder's Medal. That inland sea, though unknown to the 
ancients, was distinctly recognised by the Arabian geographers, 
from the year 600, as the Sea of Kwarezm. In the middle and 
dark ages all knowledge of it was lost to the western world ; and it 
was not until Bussia, desirous of an accurate exploration of her 
Asiatic frontiers, sent, in 1825, an expedition to examine its shores, 
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under General de Berg, that any real acquaintance with its con- 
dition was obtained. 

" It was only, however, when ships built at Orenburg were trans- 
ported in pieces across the wild steppes, that Captain Alexis Bouta- 
koff launched the first flotilla on that sea, and after two years of 
navigation ascertained its outlines and depth, and the nature of the 
large islands within it. 

" On a recent occasion Admiral Boutakoff has also laid before us 
a sketch of his able examination of the mouths of the Oxus, where 
that river empties itself into this inland sea. 

" Again, it is still more important to dwell upon the other 
great services he has rendered to his country and the civilised 
world, in having proved that the Jaxartes of the ancients (the 
Syr Daria of the Asiatics), which flows into the northern end of 
the Sea of Aral, is a stream which steam-vessels can navigate for 
upwards of 500 miles above its mouth. 

" It was by this discovery that a safe line of communication be- 
tween Europe and China, through Western Turkestan, was first 
laid open to Europe ; so that whilst Britain has had and holds her 
own high road to India and China by the ocean, Eussia, after 
trading overland for centuries with Western China under great 
difficulties, owing to the intervention of barbarous and hostile 
tribes, has at length opened out for herself a course along which, 
by the interposition of small protective forts, she will have a safe 
trade through Turkestan with the Celestial Empire. 

"Admiring as I do the great progress made by Eussians in ad- 
vancing our knowledge of the geography of Central Asia, I have a 
peculiar satisfaction in knowing that our Founder's Medal has been 
decreed to one who is so good a type of those enlightened explorers. 
Turning to the Eussian officer appointed to receive the medal, 
the President continued : — " Though unable to be present himself, 
I rejoice that his place is taken on this occasion by a distinguished 
brother officer of the Imperial Eussian Navy ; and I therefore 
request you, Captain Crown, to convey this medal to Admiral Alexis 
Boutakoff, as the expression of our admiration of his deeds." 

Captain Ckown thus replied : — 

"Mr. President, — I beg to return thanks to the Eoyal Geo- 
graphical Society on behalf of Admiral Boutakoff, for the honour 
they have conferred on him by awarding him this Pounder's Medal. 
Being myself a member of the Imperial Eussian Navy, I cannot 
but feel proud at having been called upon by you, Mr. President, to 
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perform the pleasant duty of receiving from your hands this evidence 
of the high appreciation of Admiral Boutakoff 's labours by the Eoyal 
Geographical Society, in a region which, even at the present time, 
is so very little known to the scientific world. The kind approval, 
which Admiral Boutakoff's works have met at the hands of an 
Institution so widely known and esteemed in Bussia, and of which 
you are, Sir, the honoured President, will undoubtedly be a source 
of mutual advantage in the cause of science, and will encourage 
our Russian geographers to seek a closer acquaintance with your 
Society, by offering their works in a version more accessible to 
English scientific readers than the Bussian language, so that you 
will be better able to follow and judge of the progress of geo- 
graphical researches in Bussia, as carried on by your sister institu- 
tion in St. Petersburg ; at the head of which, as you are well 
aware, is His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Constantine. I 
shall lose no time in forwarding to Admiral Boutakoff this Medal, 
and I only regret that I cannot express his thanks to the Boyal Geo- 
graphical Society, and to you, Sir, in so admirable a manner as he 
would have done himself, if he were here." 

The President next addressed the Hon. C. F. Adams, Minister of 
the United States, in the following words :— 

" Me. Adams, 

Eleven years have elapsed since the Boyal Geographical Society 
did honour to itself by awarding a Gold Medal to your highly 
distinguished countryman the late Dr. Kane, for his discoveries 
in the Polar Begions, while in charge of an expedition generously 
fitted out in the United States to search for Sir John Eranklin ; and 
now I rejoice to say that I have to ask you, as the Bepresentative 
of the great American Eepublic, to receive the Medal of our 
Patron, Queen Victoria, which has been decerned to another of your 
countrymen, Dr. Hayes, for having reached a more northern point 
of Arctic land (81° 35') than ever was attained by any previous 
explorer. 

" Forming one of the previous expedition of the lamented 
Kane, who justly received the applause not only of your country 
but of the civilised world, Dr. Hayes was on that occasion the 
discoverer of a large mass of land forming the extreme western 
shore of Smith Sound, to which the name of Henry Grinnell, an 
enlightened citizen of New York, the mainspring of that expedition, 
was most appropriately attached. It is for carrying personal obser- 
vations to a degree and a half further northward on land than on 
the previous occasion, and for having sighted the open Polar Sea 
from the western shore of Kennedy's strait, just as Kane's com- 
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panion Morton had done from the eastern or Greenland shore of 
the same, that our Council has most deservedly adjudicated to him 
our Patron's Medal. 

" The scientific results of this expedition have been to a great 
extent made known in America, and the Smithsonian Institution 
has undertaken the publication of those important additions to our 
acquaintance with the natural history, terrestrial magnetism, and 
meteorology, as well as the geography of the Arctic Regions. 

" In the mean time the unpretending volume of our Medallist, 
entitled the 'Open Polar Sea,' is written in so clear, manly, and 
attractive a style, as must render it very popular among all readers 
in the British Isles and America. 

" Just as we know that our old Baffin first discovered and 
navigated in a very small craft the great bay separating Greenland 
from America, with which his name has ever since been connected, 
so the extremest point where these waters lead into what was 
called the ' Open Polar Sea ' has been reached by the small American 
schooner of Dr. Hayes bearing the name of the ' United States.' 

" In perusing the narrative of the hair-breadth escapes of this 
little vessel when beset by huge floating icebergs, the skill with 
which she was managed, the stern resolution and ability with 
which every difficulty by sea or by land was overcome, and the 
rich scientific fruits which were brought back, with the loss only of 
the able Mr. Sontag, who made most of the astronomical observa- 
tions, I may well congratulate your Excellency on the success of 
a voyage which will ever be remembered among the many great 
exploits of your countrymen. 

" I have now only to request you to convey this Victoria Medal 
to Dr. Hayes, with the request that he will accept it as the 
strongest proof we can offer of our just appreciation of his great 
merits." 

Mr. Adams replied : — 

" Mr. President, — It gives me great pleasure to be the medium 
of presenting to Dr. Hayes the honourable memorial which your 
Society has voted to him for his services in the cause of science. 
It is no part of my province to undertake to vaunt any of my 
countrymen ; but I will say that, in no part of the world will you 
find more people who watch with greater attention and admiration 
the brave enterprises for public objects which are undertaken in 
any part of the world. More especially by their natural connexion, 
in all the essential elements of civilisation, with this community, 
their attention is closely drawn to every movement which takes 
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place here ; and following the admiration with which they see 
what has been done, there grows a desire to emulate the same them- 
selves. It has been often objected to enterprises of this kind, that 
they can lead to nothing — that they are, in their nature, simply 
adventures in quest of things that are impossible. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the same remark might have been made when Columbus first 
undertook his voyage to the West — to what, he did not know. He 
thought he might come out somewhere in far Cathay; but the 
result was, as often happens in life, an unexpected one — and the 
unexpected turns out to be of greater proportions than anything 
which had been anticipated. Thus it was that America was dis- 
covered, and the influence of that discovery upon the fortunes of 
the world remains yet to be fully measured. And so it has been 
with most of the adventures that have been started from the Old 
World for the discovery of that which was unknown. Very often 
the explorers do not arrive at what was anticipated ; but then they 
attain to a great deal which was not expected, and which has at the 
same time proved of very great value. And more than that, and 
greater than all, this pursuit has led to the cultivation and develop- 
ment of high moral qualities in a class of men, who become them- 
selves greater heroes and greater benefactors to the interests of 
the world than most conquerors who have been lauded in the pages 
of history. I therefore, Mr. President, accept this Medal with 
great pleasure, and I have no doubt that this marked testimony 
to the merits of one individual will be felt not only by him, but 
by all that class of individuals, who, at their own cost and expense, 
carried on his enterprise. It will, moreover, stimulate them to 
repeat such efforts in emulation of your countrymen, by which the 
bounds of science may still further be indefinitely extended." 



